Major Paper 2 – English 200 E
For this Major Paper, you will be tasked with looking closely at your chosen edition (likely: Red Badge, the two Frankensteins, Genesis, or Pale Fire). For this assignment, you will need to account for the text’s history (history of publication, history of transmission, etc.) in as few as one page. The rest of the paper will be used to answer the question: 

“What are the interpretive consequences of my chosen edition?”

What does this question ask you to do? First, it asks you to determine the ways in which you will/can/should/must read your given text based on the issues with regards to textual transmission, editions, versions, etc. Each paper will be unique in how it attempts to answer this question, but every paper needs to address what these consequences mean for editing (whether in regards to editorial orientation or how the editors view the material they’re editing) or for interpretation (how we are being asked to view the text based on how the editors edit it and present the history of the text). 
Your paper might move you into the realm of hermeneutics (how we read the text) or it might lead you into a specific evaluation of the editorial practices and theories that underlie the text. 
 I am not requiring you to answer every question about everything regarding your edition. Focus, specifically, on something you find interesting or salient. 

You will be required to have an argument in this paper. Your claim should be focused on the issue you will be discussing in your paper. It should principally, take a stand and argue that stand, with evidence.
Requirements: 5-7 pages, typed, double spaced, Times-New-Roman font, Works Cited Page (proper formatting), proper in-text citation. Accidentally taking someone else’s work as your own is not acceptable. Cite everything, even if you’re not sure you should!

Due Dec 14 by 5pm in the box by my office.

